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FOREWORD

At the turn of the last century, the local people for whom
the British used the term ‘native’ were studied mainly by others,
the colonial officers who were also anthropologists, the
missionaries, social workers, soldiers, travellers and general
explorers. It was difficult for them to imagine at that time there
would ever be a ‘native’ well equipped with the vocabulary,
techniques, skill and theoretical perspective of the ‘others’ who
would write on his own people with dexterity and command. Not
only would he have the tools of scientific investigation and the
requisite methodology at his disposal, but also, the experience
of being brought up in the culture which is understudy.

At one time, social anthropology was the study of a people
who were different from the anthropologist who studied them. In
the words of Claude Levi-Strauss, it was a ‘view from afar. Today
anthropologists would not subscribe to this view, atthough in
practice they may continue to look for communities which are
different from their own. All types of societies (tribal, peasant,
urban and industrial) concern anthropologists, but the latter hold
expertise a tribal societies and cultures.

No more is anthropologty a study of the other cultures.
However the other is not a fixed category, an entity existing ‘right
out there' rather it has to be constructed. The other is a
methodological concept. One’'s own society can be treated as
if it is the other. In a nutshell, the other is a frame of mind.

Autoethnography is a respectable term. Today many
interesting and illuminating autoethnographic works have been
published in the last ten years. Mr. L.D. Mate has attempted here
a commendable work on his own community. Richly documented
and highly readable, this book is bound to make an impact on
the tradition of autoethnographies.

Dr Vinay Kumar Srivastava



PREFACE

This study is concerned with the socio-economic
structure and change of the Mates in Manipur. Itis a case
study done on Tuisomjang (Mate) village situated in the
Senapati District in Manipur. This kind of work involves field
work as there are less number of written records on tribal
village. 1 did read some Government Publications and
Gazetteers but this are not adequate for a sociological study
of rural village.

The tribal people are facing numerous problems inspite
of government's tribal development programmes for socio-
economic development of tribal people. At every stage of
development, benefits of these programmes do not reach
to the people. The programme implementing machinery lack
a sociological knowledge and background essential for
successful implementation of govermment schemes for tribal
development. This dissertation has brought out some of
the saocial, economic and political life of tribal in a rural
setting specially highlighting transition of traditional tribal
society into modernity.

This book is divided into six chapters. The first chapter
gives a clear picture of the background of the people, a
brief description of the village, theoretical framework,
significance of this study and methodology. The second
chapter deals with the social structure and changes. The
third chapter discusses the religion of Tuisomjang, its
conversion to Christianity and impact of new religion on the
village life. The fourth chapter give us a vivid picture of
the political systems and the fifth chapter provides us a detail
accounts of the economic life and social changes which
occured in the village. Last chapter is abstract of the main
findings and the summary and conclusion.
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Chapter |

INTRODUCTION

The Problem

he present study deals with the socio-economic life

of Tuisomjang, (Mate), a tribal village in Senapati
district, Manipur. This work tends to investigate an area
which has not been adequately studies in the context of
new tribal environment emerging in the post Independent
India.

It is a fact that changes are taking place in social,
economic and political life of the tribals in the area around
the village. In the post-Independent period, the central
government and states have taken a number of steps to
raise the social, economic, political and educational level
of tribes in India. In the Constitution of India, discrimination
on the ground of caste, creed, religion, language etc., has
been abolished and offender is punishable under law. There
is for instance, a provision in the Article 339(2) which allows
reservation of jobs, relaxation in education qualification, and
provision for concession in admission to educational
institutions. Financial aids to tribal area for the implementation
of various schemes in pursuance of the Article 275(1) which
requires the Union Government to give grants-in-aid to the
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states for meeting the cost of various welfare schemes for
the tribals and for the financial administration of states.

Tribals have been alienated from their land, as more
and more non-tribals, money lenders, contractors have moved
into the tribal territory and have taken away a large area
of tribal land also, there are loophols in implementing the
schemes leading to disparities in development processes
amongst the tribes. Most of the time schemes do not reach
where they are expected to, but the dealing officers have
pocketed the fund themselves. As village constitutes the
prime area for tribal development, it is necessary to know
the sociological aspects of tribal villages. This study may
be a contribution to village study in sociology. In the recent
years there has been a decline in the number of village
studies, principally because the sociologists shifted their
focus to one or the other institutionalized arrangement of
relationships like, caste, family, kinship, religion, policy etc.
But village studies are imperatively important for formulating
any scheme of economic and social development programme,
a holistic study of the receipants is essential, and in this
light village studies are indispensable.

The village chosen for the present work is representative
of the people living in the northern part of Manipur. The
uniqueness of Tuisomjang is born out in two respects firstly,
this village is highly undeveloped, and they have not been
able to seek advantages flowing from development
programmes. Secondly, this village lies at the confluence
of plain and hilly areas. Therefore, it presents unique
ecological problems. A knowledge of this village will be
helpful to planners interested in solving grass-root problems.
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Theoretical Framework

This study deals with the sociological aspects of socio
economic structure and change in recent years, owing to
Independence, government politics and modernization of
traditional tribal society as well as conversion to Christianity.
The literature on tribal society is static and rigid. The tribal
society is often regarded as the most unchanging society,
because of geographical isolation, non-literacy, etc. Recent,
the tribal society can be subjected to dynamic change as
the wider Indian society is undergoing changes. In the past,
the tribal people depended on jhum cultivation, which is no
longer possible to stick to this position. The process of
modernization and industrialization of the post Independence
India has penetrated the tribal society. Which has resulted
in an alteration in social and economic status of the tribals.
However, the poverty-striken tribals are still denied to access
the previlege and comfort associated by the industrial
revolution and economic reform.

The traditional system, however, is being replaced by
the Industrial society whose agents are contractors,
administrators, businessmen and money lenders who are
now tyrannical master of these depressed people. They
have exploited the tribals for their own benefits. Within the
tribal society itself, there emerged a group of tribals who
are socially, economically, educationally and politically well-
off compared to the other people. We may call this group
the “tribal elites”. This group benefited most from the
government policies for the upliftment of tribal reservations
in jobs, educational Institutions and thus help itself to improve
their social and economic position. In this way, they are
exploit their own ‘brother. This group has a cordial
relationship with non-tribals. In the process of detribalization,
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this group has been able to adjust with the non-tribals, as
it accepted the material culture offered by the mainstream
society. In the village too, there has been a change. It
begins with a change in occupation. They have now started
giving up their traditional jhum cultivation steadily and have
begun practising terrace cultivation. The educated men
have joined the government services, which provide a better
opportunity for socio-economic change.

Social structure is one of the most debatable concepts
in sociology. There are a number of definitions of social
structure, but all these definitions point out that parts of
society are inter-connected whole, though they may not
always be in mutual harmony. All sociologists agreed that
social structure deals with an inter-connectedness of parts,
but they disagreed as to what these parts are. For instance,
accorting to Radcliffe Brown these parts are inter-personal
relations. For E.Prichart groups constitute structure of
society, roles are the essential elements of social structure
for Nadel. Gerth and Mills regard institutions as extremely
important. In a nutshell the concept of social structure is,
what A.L. Kroeber says ‘Pleasant Puzzle’. The concept of
structure is in alienably tied to the concept of change.
Change is as much a characteristic of society as is orderly
persistence.

For an understanding of change, orderly properties in
the transformation of behavioural patterns, social structure
the transformation of behavioural patterns, social structure
have to be studied with an underlying basis of persistence
and regularity. By definition, the observation of change
takes time and, because there is a complex static relationship.
Dynamic models and law require the knowledge of sequences
of cause and effects in a temporal order.
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Social system is used with reference to a group having
parts correlated to the structure as also organisational and
persistence in the pattern of interrelationship of the persons
involved. All social systems are held together by generally
greed upon structure in which group goals, norms of conducts
are tied. Status and roles, and other matter essential to
group, persists and are understood as the concept of ‘social
structure’.

It also implies that units are inter-related long enough
or regularly enough to be observed. A social system
requires that the units may be interrelated and role players
whose interaction is governed by rules and norms, may
have a system which are organized as groups, which then
take on such additional characteristics as collective goals
or values. A ‘structure’ cannot be separated from processes
by which it is maintained. Hence structure and function
become inseparable concepts in trying to understand society.
Society however, is not visualized in any concrete form. It
is the relational dimension that is at the base of social
structure for a society. Structure means combination of
relationship in which the parts are inter-dependended and
which have certain characteristics constituting the whole.
Any human activity has a structure which may be a part
of larger structure. The structure is the property of every
social event. But social life is not in compartmentarized
fashion. Itis total and constitutes various sections and the
different units within the structure, change in one unit may
precipitate change in other units. This may also lead to
structural change. Therefore members of a society interact
with reference to knowledge and precepts present in their
culture. The society provides the plain and knowledge by
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which it functions, orders and maintains itself. The society
holds the creative forces but these forces are restrained,
guided and regulated by the society’'s culture environment.

L.P. Vidyarthi (1964) drew conclusion from his study
of Munda and Oraon tribals of Bihar, Ranchi and says that
the process of urbanization among tribals in Ranchi is
involving changes in several dimensions. The primary
change is noticed in the occupational spheres which directly
induces change in economic life in the field of social relations,
customs, habits and other values and beliefs.

The case of detribalization has been studied by
Sachchinanda (1964) in his study of culture in Bihar. He
mentioned that, process of adjustment and assimilation of
the tribal people under goes a qualitative change when they
come in contact with people of different caste, creeds.and
socio-economic background. The coming of Christianity and
hard work of missionaries has brought tremendous changes
in the social life of trical village in Manipur. The pattern
of social change and adjustment of economically well off
tribal has been different towards tribals and non-tribals.

The well-off tribals has been different from tribals and
non-tribals. The well-off tribal groups, the tribal elite, may
try to distance themselves from their tribal brothers, because
of the status they have attained through educations. The
well-off tribals maintain a distance from other tribals by
giving up certain traditional customs, practices, beliefs, values
etc., which the orthodox tribals cherish. In their relations
with the non-tribals, it is likely that the well-off tribals will
associate themselves with those who have a similar status
and has given up traditional beliefs, customs, norms etc.
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Background

This study is concerned with the social structure of
Tuisomjang (Mate) Village in Sadar Hills Sub-Division of
Senapati District in Manipur State. The village comes under
the administrative jurisdiction of Deputy Commissioner of
Senapati Revenue District.

Communication

The village is surrounded by Khongtak Kuki village in
the south western side, New Tuisomjang in the north and
Urangpat village in the south eastern side. Itis connected
with Imphal, the capital town of Manipur by a state highway
called Imphal — Ukhrul road. The people of this village have
to walk three Kms on foot by Kuchcha Mud Road which
actually connects Tuisomjang with the rest of Manipur valley.
The nearest bus station is Yaingangpokpi, a small bazar
town.

Climate

The climate of Tuisomjang is moderate, neither too
cold nor too hot. It is almost the same as in any other
part of Manipur. However, winter is colder in the village
because of its elevation. Monsoon reach in the early part
of May. The dry season starts from September and continues
till April. Throughout the year the weather is pleasant and
conjenial. The maximum temperature reaches 40°C and
minimum temperature falls to 1.0°C. The average annual
rainfall is 2077.7 mm (Manipur Statistical Handbook, 1985;

page 1).
Forest

Tuisomjang is rich in forest product like timber, bamboo
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and other material for building houses. The villagers also
extract honey from honey bee from the forest, and sometimes
they hunt the games easily available in it. The first settler
in this area, which later on came to be known as Tuisomjang,
was Ziltong Mate, a military pensioner. The present site
was a forested region, and it was cleared by him in 1948
and his other clan members. Following him other families
also came here and inhabited this village. The primary
reason for their coming here was the expansion of their
family, hence the need to find a new village arose. Ziltong
Mate also gave the present name to the village, which
literally means ‘the land where water originated’ (Tui = Water;
some = th Origin; jang = plain). Since Ziltong Mate was the
original founder of the village, and was also the head of
the clan, the prime authority in the village was given to him.

Flora

The forest of Tuisomjang land is rich, trees of various
spieces are found and some important speciment are

Pine (Pinnus Khassia)

Sal

Cane

Cotton Plants

Nahor (Mesua Fernea)

Oak (Querus)

Gondhsori (Cinnamonum Cecicodophne)

Acacia

© ©® N O 0 bk~ bbb =

Bamboo (of various species)

-—
o

Dalbergia.
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Along with these trees, there are various species of
fruit trees; Peach, Pear, Mango, Lemon, Orange, Tamarind,
Walnut, Guava etc. shrubs, flowers and plentiful climbers
and abundance species of grass make the village land look
greeny and beautiful.

Fauna

The Tuisomjang village Forest is equally rich in wild
life. Important wild animals are; Tiger, Leopard, Deer,
Monkey, Bison (Gavacus Frontalis), Barking deer (Cervulus
aurcus), wild cat (Felis chaus), Wild dog (cuoniectilans),
Porcupine, Hare, Flying squirrel, wild pig etc.

And important bird species are, bulbul, cuckoo, wood-
pecker, bee-eater, pigeon, jungle fowl, dove, eagle, oak,
hornbill, reptiles and various species of snakes are found
in the forest of Tuisomjang village.

School

The village has one-educational Junior Basic School
(J.B.S.) run by the government. This school has the lower
primary (L.P.) branch also. Earlier there was only L.P. which
only six years ago was upgraded to become J.B. Lower
primary covers only class | and I, where J.B. consists of
five classes from | to V. The head of the L.P. is locally
known as Head Pandit, and the usage of the term pandit
in Kuki area may be due to the influence of Meitei. The
Head of Junior Basic School is called Headmaster. Thus
in a J.B. School there will be a Headmaster and Head
Pandit, with administrative power being vested in the former.
In the Tuisomjang schcol Holkhosei Mate, B.A. is the
Headmaster, while Chungkho Mate is the Head Pandit.
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Post Office

The nearest post office is Yaingangpokpi Branch post
office and a sub-post office at Lamlai Bazar, Imphal (East)
District, Manipur.

Water Supply

The villager's gets freely flowing water supply throughout
the year from small stream.

Electricity

The village has been electrified by the state Govemment.

The People

Tuisomjang village is inhabited by 60 households. The
village belongs to the Mate tribe and Holkholun Mate, is
the chief with Baite, Haokip, Kipgen, Misao, Khongsai, Pangal
and Meitei people as his villagers. Seventy percent of
population belongs to the Mate tribe. Racially the people
of Tuisomjang belong to the Kuki-chin sub-family of Tibeto-
Burman family of mongoloid race.

Physical Appearance of the People

The people in and around village are dark, light and
yellowish born colour. The colour of their hair ranges from
brown to black. Hair are straight to medium wavy to long
wavy. Hair are sparsely distributed. The people have
scanty growth of beared and moustaches and generally do
not keep them. The nasal root is generally medium, nasal
bridge is concave. Lips are medium in form and eversion
is totally absent. Epicanthic or Mongoloid fold is seen in
all the people of this village.
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Origins of the People

According to the people, Pu Songza, the progenitor
of Mates, Pu Zahong, the progenitor of Baites, and Pu
Songthu, the progenitor of Thadou-Kukis once lived at
Nawipikho (subterranean world). During their stay, one day
Pu Songza went to the jungle for a hunting expedition
accompanied by his trained dog named ‘Ngeisen.” He saw
a salei the porcupine. He followed it upto a Khul (cave)
and the animal hide itself inside its ‘gate’. He could not
get into the cave as it was guarded by Gulheonupa, a
serpent couple. He returned home and narrated the entire
episode to his younger brother, Pu Songthu, and other
relatives. He further said that the land he discovered was
not only greeny and beautiful but also more fertile than the
land they were inhabiting. He requested his younger brother,
Pu Songthu, and their relatives to migrate to the new found
land. They discussed the matter with all their clanmen and
agreed to migrate to the new land which they called
‘Tungkhonom' (the upper village).

They celebrated the occasion by killing fowls and pigs
and ate them and made their way on to ‘Tungkhonom' when
they reached the gate of the cave they could not go through
it as the gate was guarded by a serpent couple who
occupied it. Then Pu Songza and Pu Songthu wearing
Phouipi, Jangsen Puon Joudi tem (thick cotton cloth and
with sharp sword), proceeded towards the gate. When the
male serpent attacked Pu Songza, he cuts it into two pieces,
and Pu Songthu cuts the female serpent into seven pieces.
They then, saw a big stone blocking the gate. Pu Zahong
lifted the stone and they all got out of the gate of the cave.

When night came they selected a site for their night
stay. the place which they called ‘Tualleiphai from Tulleiphai,
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they established Tualjang village. With their migration from
Nawipikho till their settlement at Tuisomjang village, they
fought with other tribes. The names of villages they
established and lived before their settlement at Tuisomjang
village are as given below;

Table - 1
Name of the villages before settlement at
Tuisomjang

SI.No. Names of the Village Location
1. Nawipikho China
2. Tualleiphai China
3. Tualjang Burma
4. Tualmun Burma
5. Thulhil Burma
6. Theilam Burma
7. Hailam Burma
8. Vangmol Burma
9. Theimol Burma
10. Kokaimol Burma
1. Aantangkho Burma
12. Khochi Burma
13. Tonpeo Burma
14, Zillam Burma
15. Zouyaang Burma
16. Tonjang Burma
17. Thangkhal Burma
18. Tongni India

19. Zalenbung India

20. Tuisomjang India
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Nawipikho and Tualleiphai are the mythical villages, but
| am told, a number of research scholars are working on
the origin of the Kuki-Chin. Some say that the Kuki-Chin
originated in China and escaped from the great Wall of
China in search of better habitable place. It was perhaps
people views says, they did not desire conversion to Budhism.
But it is till now a speculation, and more work on the origin
and ethnology of the people is required.

Significance of the Study

This study of Tuisomjang (Mate), village, has been
done with a view to find out factors responsible for lack
of development in the village and also to understand the
social structure of the village, in order to see how tribal
life is organized. There is no denying the fact that, there
is large body of sociological literature available on various
aspects of tribal life, never the less still there are areas
of tribal culture and development which have not been
adequately dealt with by the scholars.

This study has been undertaken to understand the
intricacies of development or lack of it. This is a very small
study and can not provide a comprehensive profile of tribal
life, yet it can give some idea about the way in which
development in the village has taken place, the way in which
political life has governed in the village. Therefore, a
comprehensive sociological study can be undertaken, which
can help to understand the complex interplay of the forces
of traditional life and modernity.

Village study is sociological at the micro-level, but, it
aims at the macro-level. Itis an investigation which minutely
deals with the socio-economic aspects. A village study is
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important in India as it is a country of villages. More than
70 per cent of India’s population is concentrated in villages.
Government development programmes and schemes will
only succeed when the planners know the village life and
problems. The schemes would reach the grass-root level
only when the planners have a full knowledge of the
sociological aspects, economic condition and problems of
the village people. Village study is very important as the
village is the basis of a rural society. For framing any
development programme should not cause any discrepancy
in social aspects of the people. A knowledge of sociological
life is essential for the any such programme.

Without considering the sociological aspects of the
tribals, schemes meant for the upliftment of people would
not be well implemented. For example, most of the state
governments have banned shifting cultivation in tribal areas,
without recognizing the sociological importance of jhum
cultivation. For tribals, jhum cultivation is not only a source
of their subsistence, it is also their way of life. Jhum
cultivation is associated with religious activities, feasts and
festivals. Therefore, banning jhum cultivation means putting
a brake on their life itself. Therefore, government
administrators and planners should firstly, know such problems
that could be solved. To know all these things, the planners
must know the sociological aspects of any tribal life. Thus,
a tribal village study is as important as any other sociological
study. Development programmes like IRDP (Integrated
Rural Development Programme) was launched in 1978
thisother schemes for rural and tribal development schemes
would succeed only when the planners learn and know the
sociological aspects of tribal life.
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Methodology

This study deals with an understanding of social life
of Tuisomjang, a tribal village situated in Sadar Hills Sub-
Division of Senapati district in Manipur. Fieldwork for the
present work was conducted from 15 December, 1987 to
5 January, 1988. Due to short time at my disposal | could
not undertake any intensive investigation of the problems
of this village. Therefore it is a preliminary work, exploring
the salient dimensions of the life in Tuisomjang. The study
aims at bringing out the social structure of this tribal village,
their problems with regard to the changing environment,
modernization in the post-Independent India, transition of
tribal village to modernity. This study also tests some
hypotheses regarding the changing tribal life, detribalization
owing to modern education, Christianity and improved
economic and political status.

The first step in any sociological research in the field
is to establish rapport with the people under study. |
therefore, established warm rapport with all the village
officials, office bearers of formal organizations, clan
association and church leaders. | explained to them the
aim of my study which they appreciated a great deal. |
told them that my work would be of purely academic
importance the collection of requisite information.

Table - 2
Composition of Sex of the Respondents

SILNo. Sex Group  No. of Respondent Percentage

1. Male 65 81.25
2. Female 15 18.75
Total 80 100.00
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Table - 3

Composition of Age Group of the Respondents

SINo. Age Group No. of Respondent Percentage

1. 15-30 23 28.75
2 31-40 16 20.00
3. 41-50 12 15.00
4 51-60 9 11.25
5. €1-70 9 11.25
6. 71 — above 11 13.75

Total 80 100.00

Being a Mate myself, there was no problem of the
language. But every village over a period of time improvises
its own terms and nomenclature, therefore | have to learn
some new words as well. Field situations were not always
conjenial, and | had to take due care of the sentiments of
my informants, as there was already a rift between the
villagers on the issues of C.I. sheet grants. It was necessary
for me to take extreme care and keep myself away from
personal politics. '

As the present village is situated 120 Kms away from
my home town, Tengnoupal, | stayed in the village for data
collection. My stay in the village provided me an opportunity
to observed social life deeply and | also participated in their
festivals, including Christmas. In the case of tribal religion,
B gathered data through non-participant observation.
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| observed what the priest did during the course of religious
per-formance. | interviewed about the various rituals of tribal
religion, magic and spelis. | used structured interviewed
schedule to guide myself against any biases. Informants
were interviewed according to the schedule.

| tool the village census with the help of two persons,
L. Lheikholam Mate, An educated girt and the headmaster
of J.B. School. Mapping was done after taking the village
census. In this mapping, | made the physical lay out of
the village community, boundaries with other villages, location
of dwelling place, and other important public places.
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SOCIALSTRUCTURE

Composition of the Village :

Tuisomjang (Mate) village is inhabited by four Mate
clans and eight other group which are as follows :

Table - 4

Tribe-wise composition of Tuisomjang village

Name of the tribe Its Progenitor
1. Mate

a) Langsun

b)  Sheilai Songza

¢) Chingthat

d) Haolim
2 Baite Zahong
3. Chongloi
4. Kipgen Songthu
5. Haokip
6. Misao
1. Khongsai Not known
8. Pangal (Muslim) Not known
9. Meitei (Hindu) Pakhangba
Notes @ Informants in SINo 6. 7 and 8 could not give their

ancestors or progenitors name.
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With exception to the Meitei and Pangal, all other tribes
belong to the Kuki-Chin group of Tibeto-Burman family of
Mongoloid racial group.

Table - 5

Distribution of respondents according to their
relationship with the non-tribals.

SINo. Relationship Number of Percentage
respond